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THE DST-NRF CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN MATHEMATICAL AND
STATISTICAL SCIENCES (CoE-MaSS) WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT
A SEMINAR BY

Prof Russ Taylor

(SKA Research in Radio Astronomy, University of Cape Town, and
University of the Western Cape, South Africa)

"SKA Research in Radio Astronomy”

Friday, 17 March 2017
10h30-11h30

Broadcast live from:
Videoconferencing Facility, 1st Floor
Mathematical Sciences Building, Wits West Campus

How to connect to this seminar remotely:

You can connect remotely via Vidyo to this research seminar by clicking on this link:
http://wits-vc.tenet.ac.za/flex.html?roomdirect.html&key=y0SSOwFsvsidbzg4gFdW XvvOtyI
and downloading the Vidyo software before the seminar.

You must please join in the virtual venue (called “CoE Seminar Room (Wits)” on Vidyo)
strictly between 10h00-10h15. No latecomers will be added.

Important videoconferencing netiquette:
Once the seminar commences, please mute your own microphone so that there is no feedback
from your side into the virtual room. During the Q&A slot you can then unmute your microphone
if you have a question to ask the speaker.
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Biography:

Russ Taylor received a B.Sc in Astronomy, from the University of Western
Ontario in 1976, and a Ph.D. in Physics (Radio Astronomy) from the University
of British Columbia in 1982. He is currently the Director of the newly
established Inter-University Institute for Data Intensive Astronomy and a South
African Joint Research Chair in Radio Astronomy at the University of Cape
Town and University of the Western Cape. Before coming to South Africa in
2014, Professor Taylor was Professor of Astrophysics at the University of
Calgary and Director of the three-university Institute for Space Imaging Science.
Past positions include: Head of the Department of Physics and Astronomy
University of Calgary, Visiting Scientist, U.S. National Radio Astronomy
Observatory; Distinguished Visiting Scientist, Australian Commonwealth
Industrial Research Organization; Research Associate, University of
Manchester, Jodrell Bank Observatory; Research Associate, University of
Groningen, Kapteyn Astronomical Laboratory; NSERC Postdoctoral Fellow,
University of Toronto.

He has served on numerous national and international committees and boards.
Among these are several that impact planning and development of astronomy
world-wide, including President of the Radio Astronomy Division of the
International Astronomical Union. He has played a leading role on Square
Kilometre Array Project since its inception, serving as founding Executive
Secretary of the International Square Kilometre, Array Steering Committee,
founding chair of the International SKA Science Advisory Committee, vice-chair
of the International SKA Science and Engineering Committee, and as a member
of the International Board of the Preparatory Phase Program for the SKA and of
the International Board of the SKA Organization. As the founding SKA
International Project Scientist in 1998 he co-authored the first science case for
the SKA project.

On the research side, Taylor has published over 200 professional scientific
articles, and has edited five books. He has mentored over 50 young scientists
in radio astrophysics and the techniques of radio imaging of the sky. One was
awarded the Henri Chrétien International Research Award from the American
Astronomical Society in 1993 for work carried out under his supervision, and
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one graduate student was award the Canadian Astronomical Society’s Plaskett
Medal for the best Canadian Ph.D. thesis in Astronomy.

Taylor was the Canadian Co-principal Investigator on the VSOP space mission,
an international partnership that launched into space a radio telescope for Very
Long Baseline Interferometry imaging between Earth and space. As part of the
mission he directed one of three international centres for processing of the
VSOP mission data.



